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Matthew (Levi)

Matthew, the seventh apostle, was chose
tax gatherers, or publicans, but was himse
lived.

rew. Matthew belonged to a family of
oms collector in Capernaum, where he
He was thirty-one years old and ma hildren.

He was a man of moderate wealth, t
corps.

means belonging to the apostolic

Andrew appointed Matthe inancial ative 0 postles.
In a way he was the fiscal agent and pt an for the apostolic organization.
He was a keen judge of human nature ar cient propagandist.

His is a personality difficult to visualize,
increasing believer in the mission of Jes

s a very earnest disciple and an
the certainty of the kingdom.

Jesus never gave Levi a nickname, but ‘apostles commonly referred to him as

the "money-getter."”
.
Levi's strong point was his wholehea N to the cause.

and his apostles was the cause for
er revenue collector.

That he, a publican, had been taken i
overwhelming gratitude on the part ¢

of the apostles, especially Simon Zelotes
oublican’s presence in their midst.

However, it required some little time
and Judas Iscariot, to become reconci

Matthew's weakness was his shortsighte
these matters he made great progress as t

aterialistic viewpoint of life. But in all
ths went by.

He, of course, had to be absent from ma
it was his duty to keep the treasury reple

e most precious seasons of instruction as

It was the Master's forgiving disposition atthew most appreciated. He would
never cease to recount that faith.on - ary in the business of finding God.
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He always liked to speak of the kingdom pusiness of finding God."

an excellent account of himself, and as
publican's performances.

Though Matthew was a man with a past,
time went on, his associates became prou

He was one of the apostles who made ex
notes were used as the basis of Isador's s
Jesus, which has become known as

otes on the sayings of Jesus, and these
t narrative of the sayings and doings of
g to Matthew.

and customs collector of
ands upon thousands of other business
gh the subsequent ages, also to hear that

The great and useful life of Matthe
Capernaum, has been the means of leadin
men, public officials, and politicians, do

supremely devoted to the
adequately financed.

oming kingdom were

The presence of Matthew among the
kingdom wide open to hosts of downheg
themselves as long since without the bo

eans of keeping the doors of the
cast souls who had regarded
gious consolation.

Outcast and despairing men and women hear Jesus, and he never turned one

away.

ieving disciples and the immediate
enly solicited funds from the

Matthew received freely tendered offerir
auditors of the Master's teachings, but he:
multitudes.

sonal way and raised most of the money
elievers.

He did all his financial work in a qui
among the more substantial class of

une to the work of the Master and his
save Jesus, who knew all about it.

He gave practically the whole of his
apostles, but they never knew of this ¢

ostolic funds for fear that Jesus and his
ed; so he gave much in the names of

Matthew hesitated openly to contribute
associates might regard his money as bei
other believers.

During the earlier months, when Matthe
less of a trial, he was strongly tempted tc
them with their daily bread, but he did n

his presence among them was more or
know that his funds often supplied
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When evidence of the disdain of the publ
to reveal to them his generosity, but alwa

Id become manifest, Levi would burn
anaged to keep still.

When the funds for the week were short ¢
draw heavily upon his own personal reso

imated requirements, Levi would often

Also, sometimes when he became greatl
remain and hear the instruction, eve
failure to solicit the necessary funds

ed in Jesus' teaching, he preferred to
e must personally make up for his

But Levi did so wish that Jesus might kng
pocket! He little realized that the Master k

uch of the money came from his
about it.

of the persecutions, he We cally.pel e d

When these persecutions caused the b
north, preaching the gospel of the kingt

e Jerusalem, Matthew journeyed
ing believers.

He was lost to the knowledge of his forn
preaching and baptizing, through Syria,

¢ associates, but on he went,
a, Galatia, Bithynia, and Thrace.

And it was in Thrace, at Lysimachia, that
Roman soldiers to encompass his death. .

believing Jews conspired with the

And this regenerated publican died trit '
learned from the teachings of the Mas

2 faith of a salvation he had so surely
IS recent sojourn on earth.
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Accomplishments of Matthew:
He served as one of the 12 disciples of Jesu
recorded a detailed account of Jesus' life, t
deeds in the Gospel of Matthew. He also se
other countries.

As an eyewitness to the Savior, Matthew
f his birth, his message and his many
missionary, spreading the good news to

Matthew's Strengths:
Matthew was an accurate record keeper. He
Jewish people. He was loyal to Jesus and o
Lord.

e human heart and the longings of the
itted, he never wavered in serving the

Matthew's Weaknesses:
Before he met Jesus, Matthew was g
life and violated God's laws to enrich himse

oney was the most important thing in
expense of his countrymen.

Life Lessons:

(

Hometown:
Capernaum

Referenced in the Bible:

Matthew 9:9, 10:3 Mark 2:14, 3:18 27-29; 6:15 Acts 1:13

Occupation:

Tax collector, disciple of Jesus, gospel write ionary

Family Tree:
Father - Alphaeus

Key Verses:

Matthew 9:9
As Jesus went on from there, he saw a
booth. "Follow me," he told him, and

1 Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s
- up and followed him. (NIV)

Luke 5:29
Then Levi held a great banquet for Jes
others were eating with them. (NIV)

use, and a large crowd of tax collectors and

Click link below to re ore about Matthew

http://christianity.about.com/od tamentpeople/a/JZ-Matthew.htm
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